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1. CO ENTIRE TEXT. 

2, NO RELIABLE OBSERVER TO WON.: I HAVE SPOKEN HAS RE-. 
CENTLY SEEN ANY RUSSIAN TROOPS IN THE SEVERAL AFGHAN 
PROVINCES BQROERINQ PAKISTANIS NHFP. THE THOUSAND OR 
MORE RUSSIANS UNO TOOK OVER JALALABAD IN EARLY JANUARY 
HAVE APPARENTLY BONE TO GROUND THERE. JIONE SEEHS TO BE 
INVOLVED IN GROUND CQNBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST INSURGENTS, 
ALTHOUGH SOME NAY BE PROVIOINB SUPPORT. AFGHAN 80L0IERS, 
NOHEVER, ARE ARHEO AND OPERATING IN SOME AREAS, AL- 
THOUGH JIOT VERY AGGRESSIVELY. > 

a. IN THE PAST FEB DAYS, I HAVE.TALKED BITHJEVERAL. . 
PERSONS, NAINLY FOREIGN JOURNALISTS. BHO HAVE JUST CONE 
OUT OF AFGHANISTAN. HOST TRAVELLEO OVERLAND TO ANO FRON 
KABUL, ONEOVERNIGHTEO IN JALALABAD, MATHER SPENT A s 
FEB oXySIN KONAR PROVINCE. A THIMT TQUCHEO ON PAKTIA. 

1 HAVE ALSO TALKEO BITH NAfcY REPRESENTATIVES OF INSUR- 
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GENT GROUPS, AS HELL AS RELlABL* LOCAL 
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ROAD CAST OF PUL-J-CH0R«.5lClTHER HAVE ANY BEEN SEEN IN 
JALALABAD OR OPERATING $i THE PROVINCES,! v 

H. THE BRITISH JOUwUlI^T W« SPENT TIC llBHT IN 
JALALABAD ABOUT JAN, U JWQRTEO ON APPAKNT ANTI- 
RUSSIAN HOSTILITY AMONQpE PEOPLE. INITIALLY* EVERY- 
ONE MAS SURLY TO HIM, BlfT BECAHE FRIENDLY UPON LEARNING 
HIS RATIONALITY* HE HASM LIBERTY Tt) BANOER AROUNO. 
SHOPS BBRE OPCN BUT CLOU 4TARLY, BEFORE THE D*00 PH 
CURPES. ROADS IEADINO W OP TOUN CLOSE AT HOO OR 
HtOO PH. ONE LOCAL REPORTEO THAT THE RUSf IAN TROOPS 
HERE HOLEO UP AT THE RUSSIAN-SPONSORED ASRICULTURE 
SCHEHf 15 (SIO KlLONETEj* EAST OP UAL AL ABAC, 

5. BRITON OIO SEE SEVERAL UNIPORMEO AND JRHEO* AFGHAN 
SOLDIERS AROUND JALALABAD. SOME HERE IN TRUCKS BOUNO 
OUT OP TOBN, OTHERS ON SENTRY OUTY AT OAARISONAIR FIELD. 
ABOUT JAN.1H TBO AUSTRALIANS TRAVELLED OFF NAIN ROAD, 
AND APPROX. 15 KILOMETERS INTO LAGHMN PROVINCE, POL- 
LOBINO REPORT OP FIGHTING THERE. PAIR REPORT SEEING 
APBHAN SOLDIERS PATROLLII* NAIN STREET OP NALP-DESERTEO 
VILLABE BHICH HAD APPARENTLY BEEN ATTACKEO BY-INSURGENTS 
NIQHT BEPORE. ROAD NORTH OP VILLAQE HAS CLOSEO BECAUSE 
OP MUJAHADIN PRESENCE. NO RUSSIANS IN SVIOENCE. 

t. SITUATION IN KONAR PROVINCE IS STATIC, JCCOROIW TO 
BANNA PHOTOGRAPHER CHIP HIVES GHO SPENT JAN. IB-IS THERE. 
HIRES ACCONPANIED JANMT-I-ISLANI REPRESENTATIVES TO 
OUTSKIRTS OP ASAOABAD ON IBTH. BARRISON IS STILL UNOER 

LIWT INSURGENT SEIBE & ***^hJ8UWI!&& m 
REACHING IT, ALTHOUGH TBO TANKS HERE VISIBLE THERE. 
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(COItCNT - THIS CONTRADICTS REPORT OP LOCAL OfrlCIAL BNO 
LASTGEEK SAIO WS^^CWOYjJRD SfSgCO ASAOABAO> 
ASNAR GARRISON, MCRE NIICT gSNT "WJ* •«*& JS* 11 * 
IN REBEL HANDS. THERE IS JfiTOICUL* IWJC JnA*** 
TBO HI-B HELICOPTERS CAPTURED IN AUGUST |MEOEEN BURMO. 
PRESUNINB THEY HAVE SOME VALUE TO KABUL jAIRCRAfTS . 

PRESENCE SUBQESS {• « ££ S8JSf ,fl * lT • qfWW,lT 
FORCE HAS BEEN IN AREA SINCE AUQUST. 

7. NEAR ASNAR, HIRES HE* NAJQR AGOUL GAUP, PORHER 
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RARRISQN COHHANOERAT Ail^.ik\ 
IN AUGUST ONLY TO HOT BITH CONSH 
CAUSED BY ANTAOONISHB KTBEEN;!*"" 
RAUP'S NORALE HAS APPARENTLY 1* 
EC PLANNINQ A BIB OPPENSIYErIN 
HE LEADS », 00* HEN CI PRESUH* 
ALL ADULT HALES ANQNO SAP! TRIE 
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8. ACCORDINBTO HIRES, SOKE I^UR&PgOjnO A^? . 
RUSSIAN PRESENCE !H KONAR, OUT AS JAJglTY SAID OPPOSITE, 
HIRES THOUGHT IT ^ISE2^ > S2SJS8^.S!f& l 9E!8L 
PASS OYER OH ISTH, APPARENTLY tENRqUTg I?JS?iS L2S5 ,iOHt 
BHICH, HE SPECULATED, COULD HAYE SEE* CARRYING TROOPS. . 
THIS SUPPORTS REPORT I RECENEO I*?*™ «™. Wtf 
RUSSIANS HAD tiEEN AIR LIPTEO INTOJMRIKOT. A BELL \ 
INPGRNEO SOURCE PROH NEARBY CHITWJlThOBEYER* TOOLiRE 

ON 1STH HE THOUGHT STORY IHPL^ISI^E. 

9. PAKTIA PROVINCE IS THE PAY^Rlrf TORT OP HANY OP:hY 
INSURGENT SOURCES. NONE HAS HEARD V ANY SIWPICANT 
RUS8IANC0«AT FORCETHERE CADYISORS, OT COURSE, HAYE 
BEEN IN PAKTIAJ^R SOME TINEK 1«L«0 AN ANERICANt 
PHOTOQRAPHER BHO JUST «TURNEO .PRONPAKlSTAN»S WJH. 
BAIIRISTAN CON BORDER OP PAKTIA) -KNOB OP RUSSIAN PRESENCE, 

10. COHHENTi IT 8EEN6 HOST UNLIKELY THAT THE 80VS 
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MOULD HAYE BITHDRABN PRON EASTERN AFGHANISTAN. THUS. 
ONE BOULO CONCLUOE THATTHEY ARE IN JALALABAO QARRlfcON 
AND/ORAT THE AGRICULTURE PROJECT, OUT OP SIGHT OP 
POREIQN NEBSHEN AND AN UNFRIENDLY AFGHAN PUBLIC. 
ARCHARO . 
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